
Fill in the Blank 
Athens became a democracy because of __________ and __________________.  Once, a monarchy Athens became the only 
example of a __________ democracy, where citizens were allowed to ______ on major issues like taxes and war.  This body was 
called the ___________.  Ten ___________ directed the assembly and ran the military.  Other positions were selected by _____.  
When the Persian Empire conquered _________ Athens sent military assistance.  As a result however, Persia attacked Athens but 
was defeated at the Battle of _____________.  After a series of wars the Persians were finally defeated at the battles of 
___________ and ___________.  After the Persian Wars, Athens built a vast _______, consisting of ships called _______________.  
These ships enabled Athens to create the ____________ league to prevent another attack from Persia.  Athens gained control of 
the league and built an overseas empire.  As Athens gained power, Sparta became increasingly concerned.  Athens _______ to 
protect itself which saw as a threat.  Finally, Athens attacked __________ which caused both Athens and Sparta to go to _______. 
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Across 
1.  When Athens built these it angered Sparta. 
2. Ships used by Athens and other ancient 

civilizations for warfare. 
3. Eventually, ____ breaks out between Athens and 

Sparta. 
4. The body of citizens that voted in Athens. 

Down 
5.  Form of government that is led by a few leaders. 
6. Primary weapon of ancient naval ships. 
7. Form of government where the citizens vote to 

make the decisions. 
8. After the Persian Wars, Athens became a powerful 

___________. 
9. Most government positions in Athens were 

selected randomly by _____. 

Multiple Choice 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Short Answer 

1.  Describe the society and culture of Athens. 

 

 

2. What events caused Sparta and Athens to go to war? 

1.  Under Solon and Cleisthenes Athens became a   

A.  Monarchy  B.  Direct Democracy 

C.  Oligarchy  D.  Representative Democracy 

 

 

 

 

3. Athens’ empire depended on its  

       A.  Army        B. Navy 

       C.  Air Force    D.  Gold   

      

      

      

      

    

 

 

2.  Famous battle where Athens defeated a Persian Fleet 

but the city was burned. 

   A.  Marathon  B. Thermopylae 

   C.  Salamis                          D.  Mycale 

 

4.  League created to protect Greece from Persians 

      A.  Delian   B. Allies 

      C.  Naxos   D. Peloponnesian 
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 Athens 

 

 

 
Democarcy 

Two Athenians are credited with developing 

democracy, Solon and Cleisthenes.  Demo meaning 

citiznes and krasos meaning rule.  Once Athens was 

ruled by kings and tyrants.  However, Solon reduced 

the requirements to be a citizen and expanded their 

voice in government.  Cleisthenes went further and 

permitted all men born in Athens to be allowed to 

vote.  Athens was a direct democracy, unlike the 

United States which is a representative democracy.  

Citizens would gather at the assembly and vote on 

issues such as taxes and war.  Any citizen was allowed 

to address the assembly and vote using pebbles or bits 

of clay.  Only men were allowed to be citizens however.  

All that was required was a majority.  Ten strategos 

were the only elected offices and could determine the 

agenda for the assembly.  All other positions in Athens 

were selected by lot, meaning random citizens were 

chosen to be judges, tax collectors, etc. 

How was Athenian democracy different from 

American? 

Athenian Navy: Empire Building 

Soon after Athens became a democracy a deposit of 

silver was discovered.  There was great debate over 

the use of the silver until an Athenian general named 

Themistocles convinced the assembly to use the silver 

to build a vast fleet of warships.  Eventually this fleet 

would number over 400 ships and was highly trained.  

It is this fleet that enabled Athens to dominate the 

Aegean Sea and establish an empire. 

 

The ships were called triremes.  Each was propelled 

with rowers who were free citizens.  While these 

ships would have a few archers the primary means of 

attack, the primary weapon of the trireme was the 

ram at the front of the ship.  Used to sink enemy 

vessels or immobilize them by breaking their ores.  

These ships were fast and maneuverable. 

Was Themistocles right to build a fleet of ships?  

Persian Wars 

The greatest empire at the time was not Greece, a 

collection of  small city-states.  It was Persia which 

had been founded by Cyrus the Great.  Cyrus had vast 

empire, including several Greek poli in Ionia.  When 

these poli were conquered they were forced to pay 

taxes to Persia and send citizens to serve in its 

military, they asked Athens for help.  Athens sent a 

military force that freed the Ionians and burned the 

Persian city of Sardis.  The Persians quickly 

recaptured the Ionians and vowed revenge.  They sent 

a force of 60,000 soldiers against Athens.  Athens’ 

10,000.  But because of their superior weapons and 

tactics the Athenians won the battle that came to be 

known as Marathon.  The Persians sent another force 

which was slowed by the Spartans at Thermopylae 

while Athens tricked and destroyed a Persian Fleet at 

Salamis, at the cost of their own city.  Finally, a 

unified Greek force was able to conquer the Persians 

at the battles of Plataea and Mycale. 

How were the Greeks about to defeat the Persians? 

 

Rivarly 

At the end of the Persian Wars, Athens enjoyed 

immense prestige.  Many other Greek poli respected 

her for defeating the Persians so many times.  Athens 

began to encourage other city states to adopt 

democracy.  This made aristocracies and oligarchies 

nervous. Athens also created a league of cities to 

prevent the Persians from ever invading again, called 

the Delian League.  Members of the league were 

required to either provide ships or money.  Athens 

controlled this league which made many poli suspicious.  

With control of the seas Athens became wealthy from 

trade.  Athens grew into an empire.  It rebuilt its city 

with fantastic art and architecture.   Athens became 

Greece’s cultural center.  In response to this Sparta 

created its own league called the Peloponnesian League 

since it controlled the Peloponnesian peninsula.  To 

protect itself from attack Athens also built long walls 

around itself.  Finally, the polis Naxos of the Dalian 

League refused to pay and Athens attacked it.  For 

these reasons Sparta and Athens went to war. 

Why did Athens and Sparta dislike each other? 
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