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Chapter 9, Section 3 Notes: Effects of the New Deal 
 
I. Women Help Lead the New Deal 

a. Eleanor Roosevelt 
i. Toured the Nation representing FDR; visited    ,    

   , &       . 
ii. Role of First Lady changed to become involved in the      
iii. Causes she supported: 

1.        
2.        
3. Promoting the arts in rural areas 
4.        

b. Frances Perkins, Secretary of Labor 
i. First female      member 
ii. Leading role in        
iii. Helped win approval of the          

c. Drawbacks for Women 
i. WPA employed women, but made greater effort to provide work for men. 

1. Ex.         . 
d. Benefits to Women 

i. Increased       and       
     helped widows of men. 

 
II. African Americans Make Advances & Face Challenges 

a. 1934: unemployment rate for African Americans    % (more than twice 
the national average) 

b.       : African American leaders who acted as unofficial 
advisors to President Roosevelt 

c. Mary McLeod Bethune 
i. Born to slaves 
ii. Had an early interest in education 
iii. Started the        

d. FDR did not always follow the advice of the Black Cabinet 
i. Did not support an        because, if he did, 

southern Democrats “would block every bill I ask Congress to pass” 
ii. No civil rights reforms became laws in the 1930s 

e. Challenges: 
i. African Americans often did not receive      under the WPA 
ii. Social Security and the Fair Labor Standards Act exempted      

and      . 
 

III. The New Deal Affects Native Americans 
a. 1887 Dawes Act divided tribal lands into smaller plots 

i.       : gave Indians economic assistance and greater 
control of their own affairs 

1. New schools & hospitals 
2. Encouraged practice of Indian    , languages, &    

b. Challenge: 
i. Navajo Livestock Reduction program: 

1. Mandated that the Navajo       thousands of 
sheep the govt. determined were causing soil erosion 

 
 



IV. The New Deal Creates a New Political Coalition 
a.       : 

i.      southern whites, northern blue-collar workers, poor 
mid-western farmers, and African Americans. 

ii. Programs such as the     and     allowed individuals of 
varied backgrounds to get to know one another. 

 
V. The Role of Government Expands 

a. The New Deal broke from the tradition of     . 
i. Accepted responsibility for spurring       . 
ii. Govt. acted as an employer of the     . 

b.     : a govt. that assumes responsibility for providing welfare for 
children and the poor, elderly, sick, disabled, and unemployed 

i. Previously, private     and      served as a 
safety net for needy Americans. 


