
Midterm Exam Review   1st semester 2015/2016 
 

Short Stories  Approximately 20 questions 
 

 There are nine questions on the short story “The Most Dangerous Game.” 
o Conflict 
o Literary terms (you will have a quote and then identify the literary term for it.) 
o Questions based on your comprehension of the story 
o Sample Question:  In “The Most Dangerous Game” how does the author add to the suspense 

of the story? 
 

 There are five questions on the short story “The Gift of the Magi.” 
o Theme 
o Plot elements (rising action, climax, resolution, etc.) 
o Conflict 
o Questions based on your comprehension of the story 
o Sample Question:  How is the conflict in The Gift of the Magi resolved? 

 
 There are six questions on the short story  “The Necklace.” 

o Plot elements 
o Conflict 
o Theme 
o Questions based on your comprehension of the story 
o Sample question:  In “The Necklace” what conclusion might you draw about Madame Loisel 

based on the life she craves? 
 
Parts of Speech Approximately 20 questions 

 
 There are twenty questions on parts of speech 

 
You will need to determine the part of speech for each underlined word in a given sentence.  Define each 
of the following and provide examples for each. 
 

1. noun 
2. pronoun 
3. verb 
4. preposition 
5. adjective 
6. adverb 
7. conjunction 
8. interjection 

 
Literary Terminology Approximately 17 questions 
 

 There are seventeen questions on literary terminology.   You will need to match the 
definitions with the following terms:  (see back)



Literary Terminology 
 
Define the following: 
 

1. allusion 
2. conflict 
3. foreshadowing 
4. irony 
5. metaphor 
6. personification 
7. plot 

8. protagonist 
9. setting 
10. simile 
11. suspense 
12. theme 
13. tone 
14. alliteration 

 
Study the plot diagram and describe what happens at each step. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will be asked to select examples (in multiple choice format) of the following from your readings 
(Short Stories and Mississippi Trial, 1955.)  
 

1. setting 
2. point-of-view 
3. foreshadowing 
4. irony 
5. metaphor 
6. simile   
7. personification 

8. theme 
9. conflict 

a. person vs. person 
b. person vs. nature 
c. person vs. fate 
d. person vs. society 
e. person vs. self 

 
 

 
 

 
Capitalization/Punctuation   Approximately 8 questions 
 
There are 8 questions on capitalization and punctuation. 
 
You will need to determine where punctuation needs to be placed or if certain words are capitalized 
properly.   

 capitalization errors 
 end marks 
 commas 
 quotes 
 italics 

 
 



Mississippi Trial, 1955   Approximately 35 questions on Mississippi Trial, 1955 
 
You will need to answer questions based on Mississippi Trial, 1955.  Use your chapter worksheets and 
your literary elements worksheet to review.  There will also be sections where you must identify the 
conflict, literary devices, and author’s tone based on the excerpts given.  
Identify each of the characters below: 
 

1. Hiram Hillburn 
2. Harlan Hillburn 
3. Earl Hillburn 
4. Naomi Rydell 

5. R.C. Rydell 
6. Ruthanne 
7. Emmett Till 
8. Remington Brothers 

 
Questions on: 

 Settting 
 Point of view 
 Irony 
 Direct/indirect characterization 
 Foreshadowing 
 Theme 
 Figurative language (allusion, metaphor, simile)  You will need to identify a quote as to which type 

of figurative language it is. 
 Author’s tone 
 Type of conflict 
 Questions based on your general comprehension of the storyline and characters. 

 
Some examples of questions from the historical novel, Mississippi trial, 1955 
 

1. Where does the novel take place? 
2. List the prejudices and/or attitudes of Hiram’s grandfather, Earl 
3. List Harlan’s attitudes about his hometown. 
4. List some changes that occurred while Hiram was away in Arizona. 
5. Describe the jury. 
6. How does Hiram’s attitudes change toward his father and grandfather by the end of the book? 
7. Compare Hiram from Mississippi Trial, 1955 with Rainsford in “The Most Dangerous Game. 
8. What are some themes from Mississippi Trial, 1955? 

 
 
Study:  

 Your returned tests  “The Gift of the Magi,” “The Necklace,” “The Most Dangerous Game” 
 Your handouts on figurative language and literary terms. 
 Mississippi Trial comprehension worksheets 
 Writing with Power:  Those concepts and worksheets covered in chapters 12, 13, 14, 15, 24, 25, 

and 26. 
 
 
 
The exam is 100 questions and is a combination of multiple choice and matching.  You need to bring a 
number 2 pencil and something to do for after the test. 

 
 


