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Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
Act 3 Comprehension Questions 
 
 
Act 3, scene 1 
1. What is the setting of this scene? a hot afternoon on the streets of Verona 
 
2. What are Mercutio and Benvolio’s contrasting attitudes? Mercutio wants to fight; Benvolio does not 
 
3. What is Romeo’s disposition (mood)? Why does he feel this way? He is peaceful and unwilling to fight 

because he is in love; he is also unwilling to fight Tybalt because he is now related to him through his 
marriage to Juliet. 

 
4. Summarize the conflict that occurs in this scene. Mercutio and Tybalt fight. Romeo steps in and attempts 

to break them up, but Mercutio ends up stabbed by Tybalt in the process. Mercutio dies and this sets 
Romeo off, who fights with and kills Tybalt. 

 
5. What is the Prince’s response to the fight? Romeo is banished. 
 
 
 
Act 3, scene 2 
6. What is the setting of this scene? Capulet’s orchard in the afternoon 
 
7. How does Juliet first interpret Nurse’s news? Juliet thinks Romeo is dead. 
 
8. What is Juliet’s response to finding out the truth? She is relieved to find out that Romeo is not dead. 
 
9. What does Juliet send Nurse to do? Juliet sends the Nurse get Romeo so he can comfort her. 
 
 
 
Act 3, scene 3 
10. What is the setting of this scene? same day, afternoon, Friar Lawrence’s cell  
 
11. Summarize the conversation that Romeo, Friar, and Nurse have. Friar tells Romeo he is lucky not to have 

been put to death, but Romeo is very dramatic and says he would rather be dead. 
 

12. Why does Nurse chide (reprimand) Romeo? Romeo is acting immaturely and he should be strong and 
comforting to Juliet about Tybalt’s death; he should act like a man, not a child. 

 
13. What does Romeo threaten to do? Kill himself 
 
 
Act 3, scene 4 



14. What is the setting of this scene? later the same day at the Capulet’s house (Monday) 
 
15. True or False: Lord Capulet believes the news of her pre-arranged marriage will be welcomed by Juliet. 
 
 
16. During what time of day does this scene take place? two a.m. 
 
 
17. For what is Paris waiting? 

• My Own Words: for Lord Capulet; Paris needed Lord Capulet’s consent to wed Juliet 
 

• Quote: “Sir Paris, I will make a desperate tender of my child’s love. I think she will be ruled in all 
respects by me; nay more. I doubt it not. Wife, go you to her ere you go to bed; acquaint her here of my 
son Paris’ love and bid her (mark you me?) on Wednesday next – but soft! What day is this?” (3.4. 12-
18). 

o Notes: 
§ desperate tender = risky offer 
§ son = son-in-law 

 
 
18. Per Lord Capulet, what day is Juliet to be married? 

• My Own Words: Thursday 
 

• Quote: “Monday, Ha, ha! Well, Wednesday is too soon. A Thursday let it be – a Thursday, tell her” 
(3.4.19-20). 

 
 
19. What reason does Lord Capulet give Paris for not discussing his marriage proposal? 

• My Own Words: He was busy with events of the day )Tybalt’s death) and did not have time 
 

• Quote: “For hark you, Tybalt slain so late, it may be thought we held him carelessly, being out kinsman, 
if we revel much” (3.4.24-26). 

o Notes: held him carelessly = did not respect him enough 
 
 
20. Summarize this scene. Lord Capulet and Paris discuss his marriage to Juliet. Lord Capulet wants to move 

the marriage up in order to cheer Juliet and the rest of their family up after Tybalt’s death. 
 
 
 
 
Act 3, scene 5 
21. What is the setting of this scene? early morning; Juliet’s orchard, outside her bedroom 
 
 
22. Why does Romeo visit Juliet? to consummate their marriage before he is banished 
 
23. What disturbing vision does Juliet have regarding Romeo? 



• My Own Words: Juliet sees Romeo dead in a tomb 
 

• Quote: “Oh God, I have an ill-divining soul! Methinks I see thee, now thou art so low, as one dead in the 
bottom of a tomb. Either my eyesight fails, or thou lookest pale”(3.5.54-57). 

o Notes: ill-divining = predicting evil 
 

 
24. Give one example of how Juliet misleads her mother. 

• My Own Words: Juliet’s responses are vague and unspecific, so she is speaking of Romeo, but her 
mother thinks she’s speaking about Tybalt. 

 
• Quotes: 

o “Madam, I am not well. … Yet let me weep for such a feeling loss” (3.5.69, 76-77). 
§ Notes: feeling = deeply felt (loss for Tybalt) 

o “Indeed I never shall be satisfied with Romeo till I behold him – dead – is my poor heart so for a 
kinsman vexed” (3.5.94-95). 

§ Notes: Juliet is deliberately ambiguous here. Her mother thinks dead refers to Romeo, 
but Juliet is using the word in reference to her heart. 

 
 
25. What news does Lady Capulet bring? 

• My Own Words: Juliet will marry Paris 
 

• Quote: “Marry, my child, early next Thursday morn the gallant, young, and noble gentleman, the 
County Paris, at Saint Peter’s Church, shall happily make thee there a joyful bride” (3.5.113-116). 

 
 
26. How does Juliet react? 

• My Own Words: Juliet refuses to marry Paris 
 

• Quote: “Now by Saint Peter’s Church, and Peter too, he shall not make me there a joyful bride! I wonder 
at this haste, that I must wed ere he that should be husband comes to woo. I pray you tell my lord and 
father, madam, I will not marry yet; and when I do, I swear it shall be Romeo, whom you know I hate, 
rather than Paris. These are news indeed!” (3.5.117-124). 

 
 
27. What ultimatum does her father give her? 

• My Own Words: Lord Capulet says he will disown Juliet if she refuses to marry Paris 
 

• Quote: “… I’ll pardon you! Graze where you will, you shall not house with me. Look to’t, think on’t; I do 
not use to jest. Thursday is near; lay hand on heart, advise, and you be mine, I’ll give you to my friend; 
and you be not, hand, beg, starve, die in the streets, for, by my soul, I’ll ne’er acknowledge thee, nor 
what is mine shall never do thee good. Trust to’t. Bethink you. I’ll not be forsworn” (3.5.189-197). 

o Notes: 
§ advise = consider 
§ forsworn = made to violate my promise 

28. What does Juliet threaten to do? 
• My Own Words: kill herself 

 



• Quote: “How shall that faith return again to earth unless that husband send it me from heaven by 
leaving earth” (3.5.208-210). 

 
 
29. What advice does Nurse give Juliet? 

• My Own Words: forget Romeo and marry Paris 
 

• Quote: “I think you are happy in this second match, for it excels your first; or if it did not, your first is 
dead – or ‘twere as good he were as living here and you no use of him” (3.5.224-227). 

 
 
30. To whom does Juliet go for advice? 

• My Own Words: Friar Lawrence 
 

• Quote: “I’ll go to the friar to know his remedy…” (3.5.243). 
 
 
31. At this point, how many days have passed since the beginning of the play? 

• My Own Words: three days 
  



Romeo and Juliet Act 3 Summaries 
 
 
Scene 1 

• Things are starting to heat up—as they usually do in Act 3 of Shakespeare's plays. Benvolio and Mercutio are 
hanging out as usual, trading insults and mocking the Capulets. 

• Trouble appears in the form of Tybalt, who is trying to find Romeo so he can get back at him for crashing the 
Capulet party. 

• Tybalt provokes Mercutio by saying "Mercutio, thou consortest with Romeo," which means "You're a known 
associate/friend of Romeo." (It also kind of implies that Romeo and Mercutio are sleeping together.) 

• Mercutio responds that he's going to make Tybalt "dance" with his "fiddlestick" (his sword) and yes, there's a 
sexual innuendo at work here, swords being phallic symbols and all. 

• Benvolio, who wants everyone to be friends, warns the guys not to fight in public. And then in stroll the just-
married Romeo. 

• Insults are exchanged, but Romeo remembers that Tybalt is his new wife's cousin, so he turns the other cheek. 
• Mercutio finds this totally shocking—actually dishonorable—so he offers to fight Tybalt instead. 
• So they fight. Romeo tries to intervene, but Tybalt stabs Mercutio. 
• Romeo and Benvolio assume that Mercutio hasn't been badly hurt because he starts joking about his wound—

but it's no joke. He's dying. 
• Mercutio then gives us the famous line, "A plague on both your houses," and then turns to BFF Romeo and says, 

"Why the devil came you between us? I was hurt under your arm," he says. A minute later, he is dead. 
• Romeo blames himself for Mercutio's death and laments that his love for "sweet Juliet" "hath made [him] 

effeminate" [a girly wimp]. So, he decides to man up. By challenging Tybalt to a duel. And killing him. Oops. 
• Benvolio tells Romeo to run away before the Prince captures him, and Romeo gets away just before all the 

citizens of Verona miraculously show up at the scene of the duel. 
• The Prince arrives and is, uh, a little angry. Remember how he said that anyone caught fighting would die? 
• After Benvolio explains what happened, Lady Capulet demands Romeo be killed. But Lord Montague argues that 

Tybalt got what was coming to him for killing Mercutio. 
• The Prince comes up with a solution: because Tybalt started the fight, he'll spare Romeo's life. But he rules that 

Romeo must be banished from Verona. 
• Man, and Romeo was just getting ready for his honeymoon… 

 
 
Scene 2 

• Juliet, who hasn't heard about the whole murder/ revenge killing thing, is watching the clock for nightfall, when 
Romeo is supposed to sneak into her room. 

• When the Nurse enters, Juliet realizes right away that something has gone wrong. 
• First, Juliet thinks Romeo has been killed. Nope: her husband has just murdered her cousin. 
• Juliet's first reaction is to curse Romeo, and the Nurse joins in—but you know that isn't going to go over well, 

and it doesn't. 
• Juliet turns on the Nurse and tells her she can't criticize her husband. If he hadn't killed Tybalt, then Tybalt 

would have killed Romeo. Forced to choose between the cousin she has loved all her life and her new husband, 
she chooses Romeo. Teenagers, right? 

• Just as she's decided to forgive Romeo, she remembers that he's been banished and starts flipping out. 
• Juliet is wailing about the fact that she'll die a virgin when the Nurse tells her Romeo isn't gone yet. Romeo is 

hiding out at Friar Laurence's. The Nurse promises to find him so he and Juliet can have their night of passion 
before he has to hit the road. 

 
 
 
 
 



Scene 3 
• Romeo is hiding out at Friar Laurence's, and Friar updates him on the Tybalt situation. 
• The Friar wants him to see the banishment as good news—yay for no executions?—but Romeo is too focused on 

the never seeing Juliet again part. 
• There's a knock at the door. It may be the Prince's men. Eek. 
• The Friar tells Romeo to hide, but Romeo refuses. Luckily for everyone, it's only the Nurse at the door. She and 

the Friar try to deal with Romeo, who keeps threatening really mature things like stabbing himself out of guilt 
for hurting Juliet. 

• The Friar comes up with a slightly plan that's better because it doesn't involve suicide: Romeo and Juliet can 
have one night together before Romeo leaves Verona. 

• Later, he promises, they'll be able to figure out a way to get Romeo pardoned by the Prince so he can come back 
to Verona and make his marriage to Juliet public knowledge. 

• Hearing this plan, Romeo recovers and runs off to see Juliet. 
• Quick Brain Snack: Marriages in the Catholic Church (and lots of other churches) weren't consider valid unless 

they'd been consummated. If Juliet and Romeo don't sleep together, Juliet's dad will be able to get the marriage 
declared invalid and marry her off to Paris. 

 
 
Scene 4 

• Paris is still hanging around hoping he can marry Juliet. 
• Unfortunately, Juliet's still way depressed about Tybalt/Romeo. 
• Of course, her parents don't know about the Romeo part, and Juliet's grief for Tybalt seems so extreme to her 

father that he changes his mind about waiting a few years before she is married. What better way to cheer her 
up than to force her into a marriage with a man she's just not that into? 

• Figuring that there's no way Juliet could refuse a great guy like Paris, Lord Capulet decides to go full speed 
ahead. How about marrying her next week? he asks Paris. 

• Paris’ response: Sure! 
 
 
Scene 5 

• Romeo and Juliet wake after their first and (spoiler alert) only night together. 
• They don't want to say good-bye, but they know Romeo will be killed if he gets caught in Verona, especially if he 

also happens to be in Juliet's bed. 
• Before Juliet has time to fix her hair or anything, her mother comes in. They manage to have a conversation 

about "that villain Romeo" in which Lady Capulet misinterprets 99.9% of everything that Juliet says. 
• Lady Capulet announces her big, exciting news: in two days, Juliet will be marrying Paris. 
• No way, says Juliet, being a typical thirteen-year-old. 
• Lady Capulet throws up her hands and basically says "Wait 'til your father gets home." 
• When Lord Capulet does get home, he's all pleased with himself for arranging such a great marriage for her, so 

he's surprised when Juliet rains on his parental-control parade. 
• Lord Capulet blows up. When verbally abusing Juliet doesn't work, he tries a different tactic. If she doesn't marry 

Paris, he says, he'll throw her out in the street; she can beg for food or starve. 
• After Lord Capulet storms out, Juliet turns to her mother for help. How could a mother turn her own daughter 

out of the house? Juliet begs her mother to find a way even to delay the marriage with Paris. But Lady Capulet 
just storms out, too. 

• How about the Nurse? 
• Juliet makes a case for not abandoning the hubby: She's already married, so marrying Paris would be a sin 

against God, as well as an unthinkable betrayal of Romeo. 
• Nurse’s response: Maaaaaaybe—but marrying Paris would be a step up on the social ladder. He's better looking 

and a much better catch. Also, he's not a hated enemy, and um, there's no other option. Unless you count 
starving on the street which, clearly, the Nurse does not. 

• Juliet cannot believe this is happening. Even the nurse isn't on her side anymore. 
• Juliet has only one ally left: Friar Laurence. If he can't help her, suicide might be her only option. 


