
1951: The Rosenberg Trial Dictionary 

 Appeal: The losing party in a decision is 
normally is entitled to appeal, or ask to reverse, 
the decision through another trial. 

 

 Assault: An attempt or threat to harm a person 
or group of people. 

 

 Capitalism: An economic system based on 
private ownership. 

 

 Civil Liberties: Personal freedoms that are 
guaranteed by the government. 

 

 Clemency: Mercy given to show kindness. 
 

 Conspire: To plan secretly together to commit 
an illegal or wrongful act. 

 

 Corroborate: To support or help prove a 
statement. 

 

 Courier: A messenger. 
 

 Decipher: To figure out the meaning of 
something. 

 

 Defendant: A person accused of a crime. 
 

 Deliberate: To form an idea of. 
 

 Dwindle: To decrease, lessen, or reduce. 
 

 Emblematic: symbolic 
 

 Espionage: The practice of spying. 
 

 Implicate: To show involvement. 
 

 Incriminate: To show proof of a crime. 
 

 Infiltrate: To gain access to/to break into. 
 

 Intercept: To take someone or something away 
from someone or something; to cut off a 
message from its intended recipient. 

 

 Invoke: To call upon. 
 

 Maternal: Related to your mother. 
 

 Monopoly: A situation where a single company 
owns all or nearly all of the market for a given 
type of product or service. 

 

 Naively: Lack of experience or understanding. 
 

 Obscure: Not clear, vague, uncertain. 
  

 Prosecutor: Legal representation of the person 
accused of a crime. 

 

 Puppet Regime: A country that is supposed to 
be independent, but is actually dependent on 
another power. 

 

 "reds": The Soviet Union during the Cold War. 
 

 Reprieve: To delay the punishment of a person 
found guilty of a crime. 

 

 Revelation: To make known; to disclose a 
secret. 

 

 Riveted: To be extremely fascinated. 
 

 Shuttle: To travel back and forth between 
places. 

 

 Skullduggery: Tricky or deceptive behavior. 
 

 Spawn: To give rise to; to bring something into 
being. 

 

 Spectacle: An event that is extremely 
memorable. 

 

 Sympathize: To show pity or understanding. 
 

 Utopia: an imagined place where everything is 
perfect. 

 

 Vanish: To disappear quickly. 
 

 Vigorous: To do something in a way that 
involves physical strength, effort, or energy; 
forcefully. 


