ENGLISH 9


Hello! My name is Kristin Graham and I am your student’s English Language Arts teacher in place of Mrs. Swan during her leave of absence.

I have been the building sub at SHHS for two school years now. Prior to coming to Sterling, I acted as the seventh grade English Language Arts teacher for the St. Anne Catholic Grade School summer success program and as the sixth grade Social Studies and English Language Arts teacher at Carter Middle School during the 2014/2015 school year. In regards to my education, I student taught seventh and eighth grade English Language Arts at Flynn Middle School and ninth grade American History at Warren Mott High School. I have a Bachelors of Science in Secondary Education from Wayne State University with a major in Social Studies and minor in English.

Below is Mrs. Swan’s English 9 syllabus. As always, feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns.

Yours in Education,
Kristin Graham

Welcome to my world!  It is truly an honor and a pleasure for me to have you in class.  While we may not always see things the same way, it is always my goal to treat students with respect and dignity.  If I should somehow hurt your feelings, please do not hesitate to approach me about it in a mature, respectful manner.  That is how adults deal with one another.  You are well on your way to becoming adults; learning to deal with disagreements respectfully is a large step towards adulthood.  That being said:

SUPPLIES: 

· BLUE OR BLACK PEN—No pencil is allowed on classwork for my class.

· A RED OR GREEN PEN—Used for correcting assignments.

· NOTEBOOK OR BINDER—Whichever you prefer to use.

· YOUR BOOK/S
· YOUR I.D.—Worn AROUND YOUR NECK AND VISIBLE at all times.

· YOUR PLANNER—You need this for multiple reasons.

· A POSITIVE ATTITUDE—There is enough negativity in the world already.

CLASS PARTICIPATION: I hate to have to pick volunteers for things!  10% of your grade is based on your class participation. This means raising your hand to answer questions, NOT just shouting out answers!

LATE WORK: 

· District policy allows you ONE DAY PER ABSENT DAY to make up assignments for full credit.  Quizzes/tests must be made up before or after school.
·  If an absence is recorded as “unexcused,” “unverified,” or “skip” in Power School, credit for the work will not be entered until that absence has been cleared with your center.  THIS IS ENTIRELY YOUR RESPONSIBILITY. Failure to follow through on this issue will result in the loss of points.   

· In addition, ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE WHENEVER I COLLECT THEM: If I collect an assignment at the beginning of the hour, and you turn it in 10 minutes later, IT WILL BE COUNTED A DAY LATE, and marked down 25%.  WORK THAT IS 2 OR MORE DAYS LATE will be marked as 50% credit, with no opportunity to recoup lost points.  SEE EXAMPLE ON BOARD FOR HOW TO DO HEADINGS ON ASSIGNMENTS!  Failure to do this properly results in loss of 10 points on your assignment!
GRADING AND BEHAVIOR: We follow the rules and consequences and the District Grading Policy as outlined in the Student Code.  For the record, I DO NOT OFFER EXTRA CREDIT. 
GENERAL RULES:
· BE ON TIME!: You are tardy if you are not completely present in the classroom as the late bell finishes ringing.  In the “Real World,” you can lose your job just by being tardy.  SCHOOL is your opportunity to practice being on time.

· BE PREPARED: Being prepared is another trait employers in the “Real World” look for in hiring.  Do you have your materials? It is not possible to be successful without the proper tools.  

· BE RESPONSIBLE: Taking personal responsibility for your conduct, actions, and your learning is another characteristic that employers demand.  Structures in place here at Sterling are designed to help you to be responsible and successful.  

· BE RESPECTFUL: We need to respect one another, others’ belongings, and others’ TIME.  Is your behavior or attitude having a negative impact on other students’ learning?  If so, you need to re-evaluate your behavior and attitude.  Otherwise, I have to do that for you…(
· I GET TO BE THE FUNNIEST PERSON IN THE ROOM AT ALL TIMES. I am way funnier than you are.   Should you try to show that you are funnier than I am, YOU WILL BE ASKED TO LEAVE.  THIS IS NO JOKE. When you have your own classroom or cable-access television show, YOU CAN BE THE FUNNIEST PERSON IN THAT ROOM.  Until that happens, I AM THE ONE IN THIS ROOM.
· ROOM D-01 IS A RED ZONE AT ALL TIMES, UNLESS I SPECIFICALLY STATE THAT YOU MAY USE ELECTRONIC DEVICES.

· YES, I AM THE I.D. POLICE:Your ID must be on around your neck, visible AT ALL TIMES.  I’ll be happy to show you my grandson’s and granddaughter’s latest pictures in my i.d. holder.  However, MY SMILING FACE IS STILL VISIBLE.  Yours should be, too.  

· I am aware that many people suffer from not getting enough sleep.  I am one of those folks.  However, since I snore and drool, I cannot sleep in public. (You all have cameras.)  THEREFORE, YOU MAY NOT SLEEP IN PUBLIC, EITHER.  

· FOOD/BEVERAGE POLICY: You may bring water or a beverage with you. FOOD IS NO LONGER ALLOWED IN MY CLASSROOM.  
· There is ONE exception to the above rule: IF YOU WANT TO BRING IN CUPCAKES FOR YOUR BIRTHDAY (or any other reason), PLEASE FEEL FREE TO BRING ENOUGH FOR EVERYONE. 
· NO GUM CHEWING IS ALLOWED.  Most Americans have no idea how much they resemble cows when chewing gum.  I like cows.  They are delicious when properly cooked.  However, I cannot stomach watching 40 of them chewing with their mouths open. 

· Last, please do not use or apply any type of cologne or scented lotion in class. Many people suffer from allergies. Besides, your “aroma” should not arrive in the room before you, and should not remain after you leave.  FRAGRANCE is not a MARINADE.   It won’t make you more tender or desirable.  That only works in the commercials that sell you these things. 

As you know, we live in the state of Michigan.  This means that flu season is coming.  I am requesting that each one of my students’ families donate 2 boxes of Kleenex and one bottle of hand sanitizer per semester.  These donations make the classroom a better environment for us all.  On average, we go through three boxes of Kleenex a week.  School does not provide hand sanitizer.  Your cooperation and generosity are greatly appreciated!
I am looking forward to working with each of you this semester.  Should you need extra help, I am available before and after school.  Feel free to contact me with questions or concerns.  
Sincerely,


Mrs. Kathy Swan (swan@wcskids.net)


Kristin Graham (kgraham@wcskids.net)

Sterling Heights High School Plagiarism and Cheating Policy

Honest behavior is an expectation for all students of Sterling Heights High School. The purpose of this policy is to maintain an academic atmosphere in line with our school’s mission. We hope to encourage students to contribute positively to our learning community. Plagiarism and cheating demonstrate a lack of character that is inconsistent with the goals and values of Sterling Heights High School.

What is Plagiarism?
In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a writer deliberately uses someone else’s language, ideas, or other original (not common-knowledge) material without acknowledging its source. This definition applies to texts published in print or online, to manuscripts, and to the work of other students. Council of Writing Program Administrators http://www.wpacouncil.org
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ARE CONSIDERED PLAGIARISM:

· Turning in some else’s work as your own.

· Copying words or ideas from someone else without giving credit.

· Giving incorrect information about the source of a quotation.

· Changing words but copying the sentence structure of a source without giving credit.

· Copying so many words or ideas from a source that it makes up the majority of your work, whether you have given credit or not.

· Having a research paper contain more than 10% quoted material.

What is Cheating?
Cheating is the act or an instance of fraudulently deceiving; the obtaining of property from another by an intentional active distortion of the truth; the practice of fraud or trickery; violating rules dishonestly. http://www.merriam-webster.com
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ARE CONSIDERED CHEATING:

· Looking at, or allowing someone else to look at, your own paper or another’s paper during an exam, text, or quiz.

· Using unauthorized “cheat” notes.

· Talking or communicating with another student during an exam, test, or quiz.

· Copying work assigned to be done independently, or allowing someone else to copy your own or another’s work, including computer-generated information and programs.

· Submitting translations from Internet translation programs in a world language class.

· Giving or receiving test information to or from students in periods of the same teacher or same course.

· Fabricating or altering laboratory data.
PLAGIARISM AND/OR CHEATING CONSEQUENCES
First Offense

· Teacher reports the offense on a Referral form to be included in Student’s Discipline Record

· Student will earn a ZERO for the work in question.

· A conference will be held with the counselor.

· The parents/guardians will be notified of the plagiarism.

Second Offense
· Teacher reports the offense on a Referral form to be included in Student’s Discipline Record.

· Student will earn a ZERO for the work in question.

· An Assistant Principal will process student’s suspension from school as warranted.

· The parents/guardians will be notified of the plagiarism and of the suspension.

· The parents/guardian will also be required to attend a conference with the Assistant Principal before student may return to school.

· Student becomes ineligible for membership in the National Honor Society for one year.

Third Offense
· Teacher reports the offense on a Referral form to be included in Student’s Discipline Record.

· An Assistant Principal will process student’s suspension from school as warranted.

· Student will receive a FAILING GRADE for the course for the semester.

· The parents/guardians will be notified of the plagiarism, of the suspension, and failing grade.

· The parents/guardian will also be required to attend a conference with the Assistant Principal before student may return to school.

· Student becomes ineligible for Harding-Hicks Scholarship.

· Student may become ineligible to participate in awards and ceremonies, including graduation.

NAME________________________

DATE____________HOUR_________

FIRST QUIZ GRADE FOR MRS. SWAN’S ENGLISH 9 CLASSES

For your first quiz grade in my class, you are to have a parent or guardian read over Mrs. Swan’s Policies and Procedures and the Sterling Heights High School Plagiarism and Cheating Policy with you.  You will then have that parent or guardian verify their understanding of these policies and procedures by signing below.  In order to receive full credit for this, YOU MUST ALSO GIVE ME A PHONE NUMBER with which I can contact them.  THIS MUST BE TURNED IN BY FRIDAY, January 29, 2016 TO RECEIVE FULL CREDIT.  You will receive 10 points for the signature, and ten points for the phone number, once I have verified it. 

I, _________________________, parent or guardian of ______________________, have read and understand Mrs. Swan’s Policies and Procedures.  My student and I understand what is expected in class, and we will work actively with Mrs. Swan in order to ensure that this student, ____________________________, will be successful in class.

SIGNATURE

Parent or guardian of _________________________________________.  I can be reached at the following phone number:
